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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, KN, KS 

SUB J : PRESIDENT PARK FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT 

IN COURSE OF CALL JUNE 19, FOREIGN MINISTER KIM DONG JO GAVE 
AMBASSADOR ADVANCE COPY OF FOLLOWING STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT PARK 
TO BE ISSUED JUNE 23 ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF 
PRESIDENT PARK'S SPECIAL STATEMENT REGARDING FOREIGN POLICY FOR 
PEACE AND UNIFICATION MADE ON JUNE 23, 1973: 

QUOTE: 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE JUNE 23 
FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT FOR PEACE AND UNIFICATION, I WISH TO RE- 
AFFIRM OUR POLICY OF ACHIEVING UNIFICATION OF THE FATHERLAND ON A 
PEACEFUL BASIS WHILE REVIEWING DEVELOPMENTS ON THE KOREAN PENIN- 
SULA DURING THE PAST YEAR. 

THE AIM OF THE FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT WAS TO IMPROVE SUBSTAN- 
TIALLY THE CONDITIONS FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF UNIFICATION OF THE 
NATION THROUGH OUR OWN INDEPENDENT EFFORTS BY CONSOLIDATING PEACE 
ON THIS LAND ON THE BASIS OF A REALISTIC APPRAISAL OF INTERNAL AND 
EXTERNAL REALITIES. 

IN THAT STATEMENT. I DECLARED THAT THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH 
SHOULD NEITHER INTERFERE IN EACH OTHERS’ INTERNAL AFFAIRS NOR 
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COMMIT AGGRESSION AGAINST EACH OTHER, IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN PEACE 
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ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA; AND THAT WE FOR OUR PART WOULD EXERT OUR 
UTMOST EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACEFUL UNIFICATION OF THE COUNTRY BY 
CONTINUING, WITH SINCERITY AND PATIENCE, OUR EFFORTS TO SECURE 
CONCRETE RESULTS FROM THE SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE. 

I ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT, PROVIDED THESE CONDITIONS WERE MET, 

WE WOULD NOT OPPOSE NORTH KOREA'S PARTICIPATION WITH US IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND THAT THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA WOULD OPEN ITS DOORS TO ALL THE NATIONS OF THE 
WORLD, INCLUDING THOSE COUNTRIES WHOSE IDEOLOGIES AND SOCIAL INSTI- 
TUTIONS ARE DIFFERENT FROM OURS, ON THE BASIS OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
RECIPROCITY AND EQUALITY. 

I EMPHASIZED THAT PEACE AND GOOD-NEIGHBORLINESS WERE THE FIRM 
BASIS OF THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, AND THAT WE 
WOULD FURTHER STRENGTHEN OUR EXISTING TIES WITH FRIENDLY NATIONS. 

TO LOOK BACK OVER THE PAST EVENTS, THE KOREAN PEOPLE WAS OFF- 
ERED AN OPPORTUNITY IN 1947 TO ACHIEVE UNIFICATION OF THE FATHER- 
LAND THROUGH INDEPENDENT, PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC MEANS WHEN THE 
SEDOND SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTED A 
RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THE HOLDING OF FREE GENERAL ELECTIONS 
THROUGHOUT BOTH SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA. THIS OPPORTUNITY, HOWEVER, 
WAS LOST DUE TO NORTH KOREA’S REFUSAL. 

MOREOVER, THE INVASION OF THE SOUTH BY THE NORTH KOREAN COMMUN- 
ISTS ON JUNE 25, 1950 FURTHER DEEPENED THE SCHISM OF DISTRUST AND 
HEIGHTENED THE BARRIER OF DIVISION BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH. 

EVEN AFTER THE ARMISTICE WAS SIGNED IN 1953, THE NORTH KOREAN 
COMMUNISTS DID NOT ABANDON THEIR SCHEME TO COMMUNIZE THE WHOLE OF 
KOREA, BUT CONTINUED TO COMMIT VARIOUS ACTS OF ARMED PROVOCATION 
AGAINST THE SOUTH, INCLUDING THE ATTEMPTED RAID ON THE PRESIDENT- 
IAL RESIDENCE IN SEOUL ON JANUARY 21, 1968; THE HIJACKING OF THE 
USS PUEBLO; THE LARGE-SCALE INFILTRATION OF ARMED GUERRILLAS INTO 
THE ULCHIN-SAMCHUL AREA; THE HIJACKING OF A KOREAN AIRLINES PASS- 
ENGER PLANE TO THE NORTH, ETC. 

THUS TENSION WAS MOUNTING BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH, AND THE 
DANGER OF RENEWED HOSTILITIES WAS GROWING. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I MADE A POLICY STATEMENT IN MY NATION- 
AL LIBERATION DAY ADDRESS ON AUGUST 15, 1970 WITH A VIEW TO PREV- 
ENTING ANOTHER TRAGEDY OF FRATRICIDAL WARFARE BY ALL MEANS, AND 
REDUCING TENSION ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. 

THE FOLLOWING YEAR, THE RED CROSS SOCIETY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA PROPOSED THE CONVENEING OF A SOUTH-NORTH RED CROSS CONFER- 
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ENCE TO SETTLE HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS, INCLUDING THE REUNITING OF 
SEPARATED FAMILIES. 

FURTHERMORE, I SECRETLY SENT MY EMISSARY TO PYONGYANG IN AN 
EARNEST EFFORT TO REDUCE TENSION AND PREVENT THE RECURRENCE OF WAR 
ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA, AND THUS TO PREPARE A FOUNDATION FOR 
PEACEFUL UNIFICATION. AS A RESULT, THE SOUTH-NORTH JOINT COMMUN- 
IQUE WAS ISSUED ON JULY 4, 1972, OPENING THE PATH TOWARD SOUTH- 
NORTH DIALOGUE. 
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IN THE COURSE OF THE SOUTH-NORTH TALKS, WE TOOK THE POSITION 
THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO BUILD UP MUTUAL CONFIDENCE BY 
SOLVING EASIER AND MORE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS FIRST, AND THUS TO 
REMOVE GRADUALLY THE BARRIERS BETWEEN SOUTH AND THE NORTH BY 
EXPEDITING MANY-SIDED EXCHANGES. WE BELIEVED THAT SUCH AN APP- 
ROACH WOULD BEST SERVE TO MAKE THE TALKS PRODUCTIVE, AND TO ACC- 
ELERATE THE PROCESS OF PEACEFUL UNIFICATION. 

ON THE CONTRARY, NORTH KOREA NOT ONLY REJECTED OUR REASONABLE 
AND REALISTIC PROPOSALS, WITHOUT WORKING TOWARD ELIMINATING THE 
CAUSES OF MUTUAL DISTRUST BETWEEN THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH, BUT 
ALSO CONTINUED TO MAKE ABSURD ASSERTIONS WHICH MIGHT ENDANGER THE 
SECURITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. 

DUE TO THIS OBSTINATE ATTITUDE OF THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE, NO 
PROGRESS WAS MADE IN THE DIALOGUE, AND SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 
REACHED A POINT WHERE MUTUAL DISTRUST SEEMS ABOUT TO DEEPEN, AND 
TENSION TO INCREASE FURTHER. 

IN THE FACE OF THESE REALITIES OF THE SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONSHIP, 

AS WELL AS THE INTERNATIONA TREND TOWARD RELAXATION OF TENSION AND 
PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE, I CONDLUDED THAT THE IMPROVEMENT OF BASIC 
CONDITIONS WAS INDISPENSABLE FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF OUR GOAL OF 
PEACEFUL UNIFICATION. 

FOR THESE REASONS, I PUT FORWARD OUR NEW FOREIGN POLICY IN MY 
STATEMENT ON JUNE 23 LAST YEAR. 

MY DEAR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN: 

WHAT WAS THE NORTH KOREAN REACTION TO OUR BONA FIDE POLICY FOR 
PEACE; 

IN THE EVENING OF THAT VERY DAY, THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE, IN DIA- 
METRICAL OPPOSITION TO OUR FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT, COUNTER-PROP- 
OSED A NUMBER OF UNREALISTIC AND STEREOTYPED IDEAS, FOR POLITICAL 
PROPAGANDA PURPOSES, SUCH AS A SO-CALLED ' GRAND NATIONAL CONFER- 
ENCE" OR "CONFEDERATION" OF THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH. 

SINCE THEN, THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE RESUMED THEIR SLANDERS AND 
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LIBELS AGAINST US AT HOME AND ABROAD, IN VIOLATION OF THE JULY 4 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE AND OTHER AGREEMENTS REACHED BETWEEN THE SOUTH 
AND THE NORTH. 
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EXTERNALLY, THEY HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DISTORT AND VILIFY OUR JUST 
AND REALISTIC POLICY FOR PEACE. WHILE AT THE SAME TIME ESTABLISH- 
ING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SOME OF THE COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE LONG 
MAINTAINED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, AND 
ALSO JOINING INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF WHICH WE HAVE LONG 
BEEN A FULL MEMBER, THEY HAVE NEVERTHELESS PERSISTED IN THEIR 
INCONSISTENT AND SELF-CONTRADICTORY ASSERTION THAT THEIR ENTRY 
ALONG WITH US INTO THE UNITED NATIONS WOULD PERPETUATE THE 
DIVISION OF THE COUNTRY. 

FINALLY, NORTH KOREA UNILATERALLY SUSPENDED THE SOUTH-NORTH 
DIALOGUE UPON ISSUANCE OF A STATEMENT ON AUGUST 28 LAST YEAR, AND 
IMMEDIATELY INTENSIFIED ITS SLANDERS AGAINST THE SOUTH. 

NONETHELESS, LAST NOVEMBER WE URGED THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE, WITH 
UNTIRING PERSEVERENCE AND SINCERITY, TO RESUME THE MEETINGS OF THE 
SOUTH-NORTH COORDINATING COMMITTEE AND THE SOUTH-NORTH RED CROSS 
CONFERENCE. 

SUBSEQUENTLY, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS LAST 
YEAR ADOPTED A DECISION ON NOVEMBER 28 EXPRESSING THE HOPE THAT 
THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH OF KOREA WOULD CONTINUE THEIR DIALOGUE AND 
EXPAND THEIR EXCHANGES AND COOPERATION IN VARIOUS FIELDS, SO AS TO 
EXPEDITE THE INDEPENDENT AND PEACEFUL UNIFICATION OF KOREA. 

THE DECISION WAS IN COMPLETE CONSONANCE WITH OUR POLICY FOR 
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PEACE AND UNIFICATION, AND EVIDENTLY REFLECTED WORLDWIDE SUPPORT 
FOR OUR JUNE 23 FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT. 

INDEED, IT IS OWING TO OUR PERSEVERENCE AND SINCERITY THAT THE 
SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE HAS BARELY KEPT IN EXISTENCE, IN THE FORM OF 
CONTACTS BETWEEN THE LIAISON OFFICERS OF THE SOUTH-NORTH RED CROSS 
CONFERENCE AND THE VICE CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE SOUTH-NORTH COORDINAT- 
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ING COMMITTEE. 

HOWEVER, NORTH KOREA HAS SHOWN NO INTEREST OR SINCERITY ABOUT 
NORMALIZING THE SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE, BUT HAS NEWLY ENGAGED IN 
PROVOCATIVE ACTS AGAINST FIVE ISLANDS OFF THE WEST COAST WHICH 
BELONG TO OUR TERRITORY. THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE RECENTLY INTRO- 
DUCED A LARGE NUMBER OF VARIOUS NEW WEAPONS FOR SURPRISE ATTACK. 
THEY HAVE ALSO BUILT NEW NAVAL AND AIR BASES IN AREAS NEAR THE 
ARMISTICE LINE. THUS THEY HAVE BEEN BENT ON PREPARING FOR ANOTHER 
WAR, AGGRAVATING THE TENSION ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA TO A SERIOUS 
EXTENT. 

IN ORDER TO PREVENT A RECURRENCE OF HOSTILITIES ON THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA, AND TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND SECURITY IN NORTHEAST ASIA, I 
PROPOSED TO THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE THE CONCLUSION OF A NON- AGGRESS- 
ION AGREEMENT ON JANUARY 18 THIS YEAR. 

THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE, HOWEVER, HAS AGAIN TURNED ITS BACK TO 
THIS SINCERE PROPOSAL PUT FORTH BY US, AND INTENSIFIED ITS SLANDERS 
AGAINST US, AS WELL AS THE INFILTRATION OF ARMED ESPIONAGE AGENTS 
INTO THE SOUTH. 

ON FEBRUARY 15 THIS YEAR, NORTH KOREAN GUNBOATS REPEATED THE 
INHUMAN AND SAVAGE ACT OF SINKING AND HIJACKING OUR FISHING VESS- 
ELS PEACEFULLY ENGAGED IN FISHING OPERATIONS ON THE HIGH SEAS OFF 
THE WEST COAST, KILLING AND KIDNAPPING THE INNOCENT FISHERMEN 
ABOARD. 

FURTHERMORE, THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE OVERTLY ATTEMPTED TO CREATE 
SOCIAL UNREST IN THE SOUTH, AND TO OVERTHROW THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, 
THUS REVEALING THEIR DESIGN TO COMMUNIZE THE WHOLE OF THE COUNTRY. 
EXTERNALLY, THEY HAVE PUT FORWARD A PROPOSAL FOR A PEACE AGREEMENT 
WITH A THIRD PARTY, IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO DISGUISE THE REAL INTENT- 
ION BEHIND THEIR PEACE PROPAGANDA. 

ALL THESE ACTS OF THE NORTH KOREANS REVEAL THAT THEY HAVE NO 
INTENTION TO SETTLE THE PROBLEMS PENDING BETWEEN THE SOUTH AND THE 
NORTH BY PEACEFUL MEANS AND THROUGH DIALOGUE. 

MY DEAR COMPATRIOTS IN THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH: 

JUDGING OBJECTIVELY FROM THE CURRENT INTERNAL END EXTERNAL 
SITUATIONS FACING KOREA TODAY, I WISH TO REAFFIRM THAT OUR FOREIGN 
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POLICY FOR PEACE AND UNIFICATION IS TRULY THE MOST REASONABLE AND 
REALISTIC STEP TOWARD PEACEFUL AND INDEPENDENT UNIFICATION OF OUR 
FATHERLAND. 

IT IS UNLIKELY THAT OUR EFFORTS FOR PEACEFUL UNIFICATION WILL 
BEAR FRUIT WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD, AS LONG AS THE NORTH KOREAN 
COMMUNISTS DO NOT RENOUNCE THEIR NEGATIVE AND PROVOCATIVE ATTITU- 
DE, DERIVED FROM THEIR STRATEGY PLACING THE SOUTH UNDER COMMUNIST 
RULE. 

HOWEVER, WE CANNOT AFFORD INTERRUPTION OR DELAY IN OUR EFFORTS 
TOWARD THE EASING OF TENSIONS AND THE CONSOLIDATION OF PEACE ON 
THE KOREAN PENINSULA, BECAUSE WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THESE ARE THE 
MAJOR PREREQUISITES TO PEACEFUL UNIFICATION OF OUR COUNTRY. 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE JUNE 23 FOREIGN 
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POLICY STATEMENT, I WISH TO REITERATE OUR DETERMINATION TO CONTIN- 
UE OUR BEST EFFORTS, WITH PATIENCE AND SINCERITY, TO EASE TENSION 
AND CONSOLIDATE PEACE ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA, AND TO MAKE PROG- 
RESS IN THE SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE. AT THE SAME TIME, I ONCE AGAIN 
DEMAND THAT NORTH KOREA ACCEPT OUR POLICY FOR PEACE AND UNFICATION. 

FIRST, I STRONGLY URGE THE NORTH KOREAN COMMUNISTS TO RENOUNCE 
IMMEDIATELY THEIR POLICY OF COMMUNIZING THE WHOLE OF KOREA BY 
FORCE AND VIOLENCE AND, BY RETURNING TO THE SPIRIT OF THE JULY 4 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE, TO JOIN US IN EFFORTS TO NORMALIZE THE SOUTH- 
NORTH RED CROSS CONFERENCE AS WELL AS THE SOUTH-NORTH COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE, AND TO REALIZE EXCHANGES AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
SOUTH AND THE NORTH. 

SECOND, I CALL UPON THE NORTH KOREAN SIDE TO DISCONTINUE AT 
ONCE ALL ITS ACTS OF INTERFERENCE IN OUR INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND 
ALL ITS HOSTILE ACTIVITIES AGAINST THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, INCLUD- 
ING MILITARY PROVOCATIONS, AND TO RESPOND WITHOUT DELAY TO OUR 
CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS TO CONCLUDE A NON-AGGRESSON AGREEMENT BETW- 
EEN THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH. 

THIRD, I REITERATE THAT THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, WITH ITS 33 
MILLION POPULATION, SHOULD BE ADMITTED INTO THE UNITED NATIONS, SO 
AS TO CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY TO THE MAINTENANCE AND STRENGTHENING 
OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE, AND TO THE PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION. 

AT THE SAME TIME, WE SHALL NOT OPPOSE NORTH KOREA WITH ITS 14 
MILLION PEOPLE JOINING THE UNITED NATIONS IF IT SO DESIRES. 

FORTH, WE SHALL CONTINUE TO PURSUE OUR OPEN-DOOR POLICY WITH A 
VIEW TO IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES WHICH MAY HAVE DIFFER- 
ENT IDEOLOGIES AND SYSTEMS, ON THE BASIS OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
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RECIPROCITY AND EQUALITY. WE EARNESTLY HOPE THAT ALL PEACE-LOVING 
NATIONS WILL RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THIS POLICY, THEREBY CONTRIBUT- 
ING WITH US TO THE SECURITY OF THIS REGION, AND TO THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF WORLD PEACE. 

MY DEAR FELLOW DOUNTRYMEN: 

IN THE FIRM BELIEF THAT OUR POLICY OF CONSOLIDATING PEACE ON 
THE KOREAN PENINSULA AND ACHIEVING PEACEFUL UNIFICATION OF THE 
FATHERLAND WILL CERTAINLY BEAR FRUIT, LET US MARCH FORWARD WITH 
COURAGE AND WISDOM. 

UNQUOTE. 

HABIB 
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